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was bringing against it, resolved upon the suicidal
course of inviting Assyrian intervention. This
was in 852, and no appeal could have been more
welcome. Ever since the last period of Assyrian
decay the kingdom of Babylonia had been en-
tirely free of all subjection to Assyria. Here was
an opportunity for reasserting the old protectorate.
Shalmaneser marched into Babylonia in 852, and
again in 851, and halted first at Kutha, where he
offered sacrifice, and then entered Babylon to
sacrifice to the great god Marduk, also visiting
Borsippa, where he offered sacrifices to Nabu.
It is not to be doubted that by these presenta-
tions of sacrifices Shalmaneser intended not only
to show his piety and devotion to the gods, but
also to display himself as the legitimate overlord
of the country, Having paid these honors to the
gods, he then marched down into Chaldea and at-
tacked the rebels. He took several cities, and com-
pletely overcame Marduk-bel-usate and compelled
him to pay tribute. From this time forward until
the end of his reign Marduk-nadin-shum ruled
peacefully in Babylon under the protectorate of
Assyria/ By this campaign the king of Assyria
had once more become the real ruler of Babylonia,
the Chaldeans by their inaction acknowledging
the hopelessness of any present rebellion.

We   have   traced  in   logical rather than in
chronological order the campaigns of Shalmane-
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